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HOUSE JO NT RESOLUTI ON

WHEREAS, I[llinois has always been a State that has
received and benefited from a large, diverse inmgrant

popul ati on; and

WHEREAS, That popul ati on now represents close to 13% of
II'linois' total population, and famlies wth an inmm grant

menber now represent sone 20% of the State's popul ation; and

WHEREAS, I[Ilinois has been a national |eader in inmmgrant
and refugee integration efforts, and has offered support for
citizenship, healthcare, outreach, and interpretation through

the Imm grant Services Line Item and

WHEREAS, Imm grants are noving to new communities across
the State, with 60% of the State's inmmgrants |iving outside

the Gty of Chicago; and

WHEREAS, Imm grants play a vital role in many sectors of
our econony, including agriculture, education, hotels and
restaurants, tourism manuf act uri ng, heal t hcar e,

pharmaceuticals, high tech, and other industries; and

WHEREAS, It is inportant for immgrant workers to be able
to learn English, acquire wuseful enploynent, and gain the

skills necessary to nove up the enploynent |adder; and

WHEREAS, It is in the best interest of the State and the
immgrants that they nove quickly from being newoners to
being fully integrated into the economc, civic, and cul tural

life of the State; and

WHEREAS, The Illinois Immgrant Policy Project and the
IIlinois Coalition for Immgrant and Refugee Ri ghts have
conducted a series of reports on the challenges facing
i mm gr ant newconer s to II'linois, including education,

wor kpl ace chal |l enges, entrepreneurship, health, and human
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servi ces; and

WHEREAS, It is inportant for the State of Illinois to
devel op an imm grant policy for dealing successfully with our

newconers; therefore, be it

RESOCLVED, BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES OF THE
NI NETY- THI RD GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINO S, THE
SENATE CONCURRI NG HEREIN, that there is created a Joint Task
Force on Illinois Immgrants and Refugees for the purpose of
exam ning their special needs and making recomendations to
the General Assenbly concerning those needs as they relate to
health, human services, education, enploynent opportunities,

and econom ¢ devel opnent; and be it further

RESOLVED, That the Joint Task Force on Il1inois
Imm grants and Refugees shall consist of the follow ng
menbers: (i) 2 co-chairpersons who are nenbers of the Genera
Assenbly, one of whom is appointed by the Speaker of the
House and one of whomis appointed by the President of the
Senate; and (ii) 2 spokespersons who are nenbers of the
General Assenbly, one of whomis appointed by the Mnority
Leader of the House and one of whomis appointed by the
M nority Leader of the Senate; and (iii) the Speaker of the
House, the President of the Senate, the Mnority Leader of
the House, and the Mnority Leader of the Senate mnay each

appoi nt 4 additional nenbers; and be it further

RESOLVED, That the nenbers shall serve on a voluntary
basis and shall be responsible for any costs associated wth
their participation in the Joint Task Force; and be it

further

RESCLVED, That all nenbers of the Joint Task Force shal
be considered to be nenbers with voting rights, that a quorum
of the Joint Task Force shall consist of a sinple majority of

the nenbers of the Joint Task Force, and that all actions and
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recomendations of the Joint Task Force be approved by a
sinple mgjority of the nenbers of the Joint Task Force; and

be it further

RESOLVED, That t he Joint Task Force on |Illinois
| M grants and Refugees shall neet at the <call of the
chai r per sons and shal | summari ze its findi ngs and

recommendations in a report to the General Assenbly no |ater

t han Decenber 31, 2003.
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